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PETITION FOR REVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR PATENT 
ABANDONED UNAVOIDABLY UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(a) 



Docket Number (Optional) 



First Named Inventor: 
Application Number: 
Filed: 

Title: 



Ala* Cu- 



Art Unit: 
Examiner: 



Attention: Office of Petitions 
Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



NOTE: If information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact 
Petitions Information at (571) 272-3282. 

The above-identified application became abandoned for failure to file a timely and proper reply to a notice or action by 
the United States Patent and Trademark Office. The date of abandonment is the day after the expiration date of the 
period set for reply in the Office notice or action plus any extensions of time actually obtained. 



APPLICANT HEREBY PETITIONS FOR REVIVAL OF THIS APPLICATION. 

NOTE: A grantable petition requires the following items: 

(1) Petition fee. 

(2) Reply and/or issue fee. 

(3) Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee - required for all utility and plant applications filed 

before June 8, 1995, and for all design applications; and 

(4) Adequate showing of the cause of unavoidable delay. 



1 . Petition fee 

BPf Small entity - fee $ X^O (37 CFR 1.17(1)). Applicant claims small entity status. 
K5J See 37 CFR 1.27. 

IZ] Other than small entity - fee $ (37 CFR 1 . 1 7(l)). 

2. Reply and/or fee 

A The reply and/or fee to the above-noted Office action in the form of 

U/nc4^A*\ AJL^&is^L (identify the type of reply): 



[Zl has been filed previously on . 
enclosed herewith. 

B The issue fee of $ 



O has been filed previously on_ 
CD is enclosed herewith. 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.137(a). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 8 hours to 
complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. 
Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information 
Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 
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PETITION FOR REVIVAL OF AN APPLICATION FOR PATENT ABANDONED 
UNAVOIDABLY UNDER 37 CFR 1.137(a) 



3. Terminal disclaimer with disclaimer fee 



Since this utility/plant application was filed on or after June 8, 1995, no terminal disclaimer is required. 

□ A terminal disclaimer (and disclaimer fee (37 CFR 1.20(d)) of $ 
$ fr\r nthar thin o e*r*-ioll An+ittA rliof-tl^iifilftn 41 



for a small entity or 

for other than a small entity) disclaiming the required period of time is enclosed 
herewith (see PTO/SB/63). 

4. An adequate showing of the cause of the delay, and that the entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date 
for the reply until the filing of a grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(a) was unavoidable, is enclosed. 

WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application 
that may contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account 
numbers, or credit card numbers (other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for 
payment purposes) is never required by the USPTO to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal 
information is included in documents submitted to the USPTO, petitioners/applicants should consider redacting 
such personal information from the documents before submitting them to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is 
advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of the application (unless 
a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of a patent. 
Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card 
authorization forms PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and 
therefore are not publicly available. 



44, g 

Signature 



Signature 




ate 



Typed or printed name 

21V A1/M*>M UP IfiA/bY 
Address 



or ftotz 



Registration Number, if applicable 



Telephone Number 



Address 



Enclosure Fee Payment 

C2T Reply 

Terminal Disclaimer Form 
□ Additional sheets containing statements establishing unavoidable delay 



□ 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION (37 CFR 1.8(a)) 

hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 

-f-i deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first 
I class mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



□ 



transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and Trademark Office at 
(571)273-8300. 

\[/n/D(r> 

1 Pate 



Typed or printed name of person signing certificate 
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NOTE: The following showing of the cause of unavoidable delay must be signed by all applicants or by any other 
party who is presenting statements concerning the cause of delay. 

Signature ' Da'te 
ill ■ Ft**: 



Typed or printed name Registration Number, if applicable 



(In the space provided below, please explain in detail the reasons for the delay in filing a proper reply.) 



The first patent I tried to get - years ago - cost more than $5,000 
and the patent firm hadn't even written a single line of text. I had 
to abandon that patent for lack of funds. This patent, I wrote by 
myself while trying to run my Internet business. Unfortunately, 
my Internet business has lost 90% of its clientele in the last couple 
of years. Right now, I am over $ 1 00,000 in credit card debt and 
from my prior experience with a real patent firm I knew that there 
was no way I could pay an attorney to help me respond to the 
rejection. 

I was recently talking to some friends about my situation and I was 
referred to a patent attorney who might give me a "free" 
consultation. I thought I would have to argue new claims for each 
rejected claim which I knew would be a very big deal. However, 
he explained that since my invention was made prior to the filing 
date of the patent cited in my rejection that I should file a response 
about my prior invention date and pay my late fees. After I spoke 
with him, I called the Inventors Assistance center and spent another 
hour or so talking to an ex-patent officer to understand what I had 
to do. 

I would really appreciate if you will accept this petition for revival 
for unavoidable reasons. As it is, I honestly don't know how long I 
can keep my head above water. 

Sincerely, 
Alan Fink 

(Please attach additional sheets if additional space is needed.) 
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mcation/Control Number: 09/996,530 
Art Unit: 2143 

Remarks 



In response to the Examiner's Action / Rejection mailed 8/25/05, Applicant 
requests reconsideration in view that the Message Collaborator was conceived prior to the 
filing date (Jan. 3, 2001) of the patent by Marks et al (us 2001/00540059). 



ID 



